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FOR THE PATIENT BUILDERS.

IT MATTERS. 1§ =18 -
DOESN'T PAY YET.

Money and meaning rarely arrive on the same timeline

The thing that matters and the thing that pays are
usually two different things, eventually arriving at the
same address by different routes. Hold the timeline
loosely. Do not quit the meaning because the money
is slow.

THE STOIC SUPPORT

"Life ultimately means taking responsibility to find the
right answer to its problems and to fulfill the tasks
which it constantly sets for each individual. "

VICTOR FRANKL | MAN'S SEARCH FOR MEANING
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STOIC STEPS FOR
RADICAL RESILIENCE

Five steps for the years between the calling and the cashing.

SEPARATE THE MEANING FROM THE MONEY

Audit them as two columns. The meaning column is what makes you feel alive. The money column
keeps the lights on. They are different jobs. Confusing them costs you both.

BUILD A RUNWAY, NOT A DEADLINE

How long can you fund the meaning before you need it to pay? That number is your honest
answer to 'how committed am I really. Be realistic. Padded is fine.

MAKE THE MEANINGFUL WORK COMPOUND

A thousand tiny posts, recordings, drafts, customers, talks. Meaningful work that does not pay yet
still compounds in skill, network, and reputation. Bank those.

GET ONE PAYING GIG THAT DOESN'T DRAIN THE MEANING

Adjacent enough to compound. Boring enough to leave alone after 5Spm. The 'pays the rent, not
the soul' job is a feature, not a failure.

RE-EVALUATE QUARTERLY

Set a date. Ask: is this still mattering enough to fund? If yes, keep going. If no, pivot. Do not drift.
Drifting kills more meaningful work than failure does.

THE REFRAME

Money and meaning rarely arrive on the same timeline. Plan for both. Be patient
with one. Do not trade the other.
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